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At the crossroads of linguistics and cognitive psychology, the study of the multilingual mind sheds
light on the human language capacity and the cognitive processes involved in processing a language,
whether first or additional.

Current state of the research

Linguistic relativism is a body of research that questions the relationship between language and
cognition. Also known in its early form as the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, this body of research assumes
that a given reality can be apprehended differently depending on the speaker’s language. This means
that a given experiential domain can be segmented differently according to the communicative needs
and socio-cultural practices of each community. Initially rooted in the disciplines of philosophy and
anthropology through the significant contributions of Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803), Wilhelm
von Humboldt (1767-1835) and Franz Boas (1858-1942), this tradition of thought proved to be a
relevant framework for psycholinguistics with the cross-linguistic work on colour (Lenneberg 1953,
Berlin and Kay 1969). It was revived in the 1990s with Lucy’s monographies (1992a, 1992b) and Dan
Slobin (1996) ‘thinking for speaking’ longer-lasting hypothesis in resonance with Pim Levelt’s (1989)
model of language production. According to this hypothesis, grammaticalized or lexicalized linguistic
patterns specific to a first language predispose to a specific representation of events, both cognitively
and linguistically, in the first- and additional languages (Benazzo et al. 2012). Since the 2000s, usage-
based descriptive work on additional languages was completed by studies addressing some of the
cognitive processes involved in language processing. This branch of studies represents a third
generation of contributions to linguistic relativism. Cross-linguistic studies covering language
production from native speakers of different languages and from additional languages’ learners
highlighted the role of the typological properties at play in the linguistic and cognitive processing of a
specific language (Pavlenko 2008, Cook & Bassetti 2011, Benazzo et al. 2012, Cadierno 2020,
Athanasopoulos & Bylund 2020, Leclercq & Benazzo 2021, Lambert et al. 2022, among others).
Overall, these studies showed that speakers are influenced by first-language properties in the process
of selecting and verbalizing events. (Soroli & Hickmann 2011, Soroli 2012, Flecken et al. 20153,
Flecken et al. 2015b, Gerwien & v. Stutterheim 2018). On the other hand, the study of some
attentional processes involved in non-verbal tasks suggests the existence of a conceptualization of
events which seems to be independent of language production and distinct from ‘thinking for
speaking’ (Gennari et al. 2002, Papafragou et al. 2008). The diversity of recent behavioural and
electrophysiological approaches (eye-tracking, event-related potentials) and the outcomes resulting
from them open new paths for research.

Objectives

This workshop aims to bring together research on second language (L2) and additional language (Ln)
acquisition within the framework of linguistic relativism, at the interface of linguistics and cognitive
psychology. In particular, it will seek to better understand the extent to which the way of processing,
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conceptualizing, and verbalizing events (aspect, space, time, agency, modality) varies according to a
range of parameters, including the typological properties of languages in contact. We encourage the
submission of works on lesser-studied languages, combining linguistic and non-linguistic data,
ecological and laboratory settings, involving verbal and non-verbal tasks, with diverse populations —
e.g. heritage language speakers, guided instruction vs. immersion in the country of the target
language, the role of literacy — and at various proficient levels or stages of acquisition.

Research questions

Non-exhaustively, the proposals for this workshop will address the following questions:

RQ1: To what extent are the typological properties of the speaker’s language repertoire involved in
conceptualizing and verbalizing events in a non-native language?

RQ2: What are the explicative factors behind individual variation at the same task and across different
tasks?

RQ3: What is the impact of the order of acquisition, the level of proficiency, and other sociolinguistics
factors in the conceptualization and verbalization of events?

RQ4: How does the representation of events in a first language evolve under the influence of the
subsequent additional languages learned?

RQ5: To what extent do typological properties of languages interfere with the perception or memory
of an event?

RQ6: What is observable in the domain of aspect or motion, is it also observable in the experiential
domains of temporality, modality, evidentiality, or other event dimensions?

RQ7: Can the conceptualization in an additional language be taught?

etc.

(Sub)-disciplines

Second and additional language acquisition, typology, psycholinguistics, cognitive linguistics.
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